
Why 
Jesus?

An Epiphany Coloring Book



Who are you?  Draw a picture of yourself and then in bubbles around you list 
who you are. Maybe you are a dancer, or a singer, a basketball player, a brother, a 
daughter, a gamer, a friend.

All of the identities we listed tell us a little bit about who we are, but none of 
them by themselves capture who we truly are.  Some of those identities matter 
more to some people than to others.  For instance, being a good basketball 
player matters to your teammates more than it matters to your next door 
neighbor (unless she is on your basketball team) and being a good singer or 
musician might not matter to your grandma if she can’t hear.  Your grandmother 
might care more about you being compassionate and fun.  Today we are going to 
start talking about why Jesus?  And Jesus just like us has a number of different 
virtues that make him important to different people for different reasons.

Read Matthew 2:1-23
1. What are you curious about in this story?  
2. What do you want to know more about?
3. What do you think the wise men were expecting to find?
4. How do you think the wise men felt when they entered the house and saw the 

baby Jesus?  
5. What do you think the wise men told their friends when they got home?

What we celebrate at Christmas and Epiphany is that Jesus is the greatest gift 
given to our world. He is the best gift because Jesus is so many different things 
to different people. For the wise men, Jesus is King.  Some say, Jesus is our Sav-
ior.  The disciples said that Jesus is Lord! Today we are going to think about who 
Jesus is and why Jesus is important to each of us.

Pray: Jesus you are so many things to so many people.  We thank you for being 
_______________________ (list some  words that describe Jesus) and we thank you most of 
all for your love.  Help us to learn more about you so that we can better follow your 
light.  Amen

January 6



Why Jesus?



Think about an adult who positively impacted you as a child, or who positively 
influences you now if you are a child.  How does that person make you feel about 
yourself? Describe a memory you have of being with this person and maybe 
something they said or did that you carry with you today.

Today in our scripture we hear the story of Jesus’ baptism.  Jesus is not a child in 
his baptism, like many of us were.  He is an adult and he has a relationship with 
John who baptized him.  John is his cousin.  We also learn of Jesus’ relationship 
to God in this story.  But more than that, Jesus being born and living among us 
as God in the flesh, tells us about the significant relationship God shares with 
humanity.  

Read Matthew 3:1-17
1. What does it mean to be beloved?  
2. What does it mean that God calls Jesus’ beloved?  
3. What does it mean that God calls you beloved too?  
4. What does the declaration made at baptism - that we are God’s beloved 

children - mean about God’s relationship to us?  Is it close or far away?  Is it 
strong or weak?  

5. What are the characteristics of a strong relationship we might have with 
someone?

Pray: God of relationships, we know that you call us your beloved. Help us each live 
into our identity as your child.  Give us eyes to see all other people as your beloved 
children too.  Amen

January 13



Because Jesus is Relationship.

Why Jesus?



Have you ever gotten lost?  Where were you?  What happened? How did you feel 
when you were lost? What helped you find your way?

In our story today, Jesus has just been baptized and enters the wilderness.  In the 
wilderness, Jesus confronts the darkness of temptation in the devil.  Jesus’ very 
identity is questioned and he has to find his way.

Read Matthew 4:1-17
1. What are the ways that Jesus is tempted?  (food, power, king of all the world).  

What gives Jesus the strength to resist these temptations?
2. What are things that you are tempted by?  What gives you the strength to 

resist these temptations?  Do you relate to Jesus?
3. The Spirit leads Jesus into the wilderness. The wilderness is an important 

place in the bible.  Significant people of faith end up spending time in the 
wilderness because in the wilderness people often experience God or a life 
changing moment when they see God and themselves differently.  But the 
wilderness doesn’t have to be an actual place, it can be an experience like 
moving or changing schools or someone you love dying.  When have you been 
in the wilderness?  What helped you get out?  How did you change?

Pray: Loving Spirit, at times we find ourselves in unexpected places that challenge us 
and make us wonder who we are.  Allow us to feel your presence when we are in the 
wilderness by shining your light of hope upon us.  We pray in the name of Jesus who is 
our light.  Amen

January 20



Why Jesus?

Because Jesus is Light.



What does it mean to “count your blessings?” Name some things in your life that 
you consider blessings.  What makes them a blessing? Name some people who 
you think aren’t blessed in the way you think about blessing. Have you ever felt 
like you’re cursed? (We often think of blessing and curse as opposites.) Give 
some examples.

When Jesus speaks to the crowds he speaks about blessing.  But the blessings he 
describes sound different than what we often think of as blessing.  As you listen 
to the reading, pay special attention to who Jesus said are blessed.  

Read Matthew 5:1-20
1. Who does Jesus say are blessed?  
2. According to Jesus how are they blessed?  

Pray:  Loving God, thank you for blessing us with Jesus.  We know that Jesus is with 
us through the ups and downs of life, and is especially present when life is hard.  Guide 
us in following Jesus’ example of blessing others with love, companionship, and care. 
Amen

January 27



Because Jesus is Blessing.

Why Jesus?



Do you ever do anything to get attention?  Do you wear t-shirts so that people 
know you went to a concert, or participated in a race, or go to a particular 
school?  Do you post things on social media so people notice you?  What are 
some of things you do to get noticed?  Does it feel good to be noticed?

Jesus warns us about the need to be noticed and the need to get attention 
especially for good deeds.  Sometimes people would pray or wear religious 
clothing to get attention and to be noticed.  What Jesus wants instead is a close 
relationship with us where we can shed all of the armor that we wear every day 
and instead can be our true authentic selves.

Read Matthew 6:7-21
1. Jesus give us a lot of instruction about what not to do.  Don’t pray like the 

hypocrites, don’t show off when you fast.  What does he tell us to do instead?
2. What do you think this mean “where your treasure is your heart will be”?   
3. What does Jesus tell us to pray for?  Is this what you typically pray for?  How 

is it different?  Does Jesus invite us to pray for wants or needs?

Pray:  Jesus, you know me inside and out and you love all of me.  Thank you Jesus.  
Amen.

February 3



Because Jesus knows your heart.

Why Jesus?



Have you ever felt judged before? How did you feel? What was the situation?  
Were the judgments correct?  Why or why not?  

What are some of the ways we judge other people?  Based on who they are 
friends with?  What they wear?  What kind of phone they have?  What sport they 
participate in?  How they act in class?  What they post on social media?  Do you 
think any of these things tell us who someone really is?  Why or why not?  

Read Matthew 7:1-14, 24-29
1. Can you think of a time when you were quick to point out the speck in 

someone else’s eye but ignored your own shortcoming?  Share the story?  We 
actually see this happen all the time in politics.  Can you think of an example?

2. Jesus tells us to build our house upon a rock.  What is a good foundation 
for our faith?  (knowing that you belong, love, forgiveness, community, 
compassion, faith)

Pray: God of love, thank you for allowing us to be truly ourselves and for loving us no 
matter what.  Help us to build our lives upon the rock of your truth that assures us that 
we are always forgiven and loved.  Amen

February 10



Because Jesus loves both 
Saint and Sinner.

Why Jesus?



Make a list of some things that you are really good at.  Why are you good at 
these things? Natural talent?  Hard Work?  
Now make a list of things that you are bad at.  Why do you think you are bad at 
these things?  

Does either of these lists define who you really are? Why or why not?

Read Matthew 13:24-43
1. Do you like Jesus’ explanation to the wheat and the weeds?  Why or why not?
2. Do you see good people and bad people in our world?  Or do you think 

everyone is both good and bad?  Why?  
3. Which parable that Jesus told, do you like the best?  Why? 

The parables that Jesus tells in this story show that God is not willing to 
compromise any of us in order to get rid of the evil in the world or even the sin 
with our own hearts.  What does this tell us about God?  What does this mean 
for your own life?

Dream for a moment about who you would like to be in 10 years.  Now rewrite 
the list you wrote at the beginning about what are you good at?  What things 
have changed on the list?  What things are the same?  How do you think you 
could accomplish these things?  Hard work?  Natural talent?  Special training?

Jesus sees the possibility in you for amazing good and also knows that you have 
faults and failures.  Sometimes it might seem like your faults and failures define 
you, but they don’t.  It is Jesus’ love that defines you. Jesus knows that you 
have potential for amazing good and when you fail, Jesus will keep loving and 
forgiving you no matter what.  

Pray: Loving God, we know that you see the possibilities in all of us.  Help us live into 
these possibilities and bring love and joy to our world in your name.    Amen

February 17



Why Jesus?

Because Jesus 
sees the possibilities.



Who do you know you can trust?  Why?
What are the characteristics that make a person trustworthy?

Read Matthew 14:13-33
1) What are your questions about this story?
2) What captures your attention?
3) What did this event mean in the lives of the people who were fed?
4) What do you think God is saying to us today through this story?  
5) Why doesn’t Jesus just send the people home so they can eat?  (He has 
compassion for them.)  
6) What do the disciples initially say?  We only have 5 loaves and 2 fish- we don’t 
have enough?  But Jesus takes what they see as being too little and with God’s 
blessing it becomes enough.  There is more than enough for everyone.

Being trusting means that we are willing to rely and put our faith in someone else.  We 
are trusting when we hand over a project at work to a colleague and we let them do 
what we have asked them to do.  We are trusting when we tell a friend a secret about 
a change in our life and believe that they will not tell.  Trustworthy on the other hand 
has a lot more to do with our own actions.  To be trustworthy means that we aren’t 
going to tell that secret that has been shared with us.  Trustworthy means that we are 
going to do what we promised to do, when we promised to do it.  Someone has said: 
“the intersection of where trusting and trustworthy meet is where we have trust.”  True 
trust needs both parties to be trusting and trustworthy, otherwise things fall apart.  
Trust doesn’t come easy and when there is broken trust it takes a lot of work on the 
behalf of both parties to rebuild it.

Prayer: Give us today our daily bread O God, we pray so that all the world may be fed.  
Amen

February 24



Why Jesus?

Because Jesus is Trustworthy.



If you were to draw a picture of love, what would it look like?  Draw it here or 
describe it to a friend or family member.  What does love look like?  What does it 
feel like?  How do you know for sure someone loves you?

Read Matthew 16:24-17:8
1. What captures your imagination in this story?  What do you want to know 

more about?
2. If you could ask Jesus a question about this story what would you ask?
3. In this scripture, Jesus is called beloved. When did that happen before in our 

readings?  What is similar about this situation and what is different?
4. What is the relationship Jesus has with his disciples?  Do you think Jesus gets 

frustrated with them?  Why or why not?  

Pray: God, you are love.  Your love is like the brightest light on the highest mountain 
and your love is like the darkest day that we ever knew because you go through all 
things with us.  You are willing to walk with us in our joy and our sorrow.  Your love is 
eternal.  Thank you for your love.  Amen

March 3



Why Jesus?

Because Jesus is Love.



Why Jesus?

Because Jesus is...
[You fill in the blank. Who is Jesus to you?]
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